Admissions

The decision to apply for admission to graduate school should not be made lightly. The pursuit of English studies at the graduate level can and should be stimulating and challenging; it is demanding as well. Those who contemplate graduate study in English should be aware of the professional nature of a graduate program and of the discipline and commitment it entails. All admissions are made for Autumn Quarter only; applications to the M.A., M.F.A., and Ph.D. programs are due December 31 of each year. The Admissions Committee meets in February and March, and we usually notify applicants of their admission and financial aid by the beginning of March. 
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Admission to the M.A. Program 
The Graduate Admissions Committee will consider anyone with a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university for admission to the M.A. program. Most applicants have a B.A. in English; at a minimum, applicants should have 40 quarter hours (27 semester hours) of course work in English and 20 quarter hours (15 semester hours) of work in one foreign language. The Graduate School requires that those admitted have an undergraduate Grade Point Average of at least 3.0 on a scale of 4 (where 4.0=A) and at least a 3.0 on all previous graduate work. Our departmental criteria are higher. Normally, applicants should have a GPA of at least 3.4 overall and 3.6 in English courses (undergraduate or graduate) and a score of at least 600 on the verbal portion of the General test of the Graduate Record Examination. Exceptions are made in each of these criteria, but the GPA’s and scores of those accepted have, in recent years, averaged higher. Note: the GRE Literature in English Subject Test is not required.
Applicants must submit the following:
· a transcript of their undergraduate record; 

· a report of their GRE scores, undergraduate GPA and GPA for courses in English; 

· three letters of recommendation; 

· an autobiographical statement (usually 1-2 single-spaced pages) that describes their involvement with English studies and their purpose in pursuing graduate work; this statement should address both their scholarly interests and their interest and/or experience in teaching; 
· an 8-10 page sample of their written work; for example, a short essay or portion of a longer work would be appropriate. This essay should demonstrate the student’s abilities as a critical reader of a literary text and his or her ability to use current scholarly sources; it is the most important part of the application. Applicants should submit a clean copy of the sample (i.e., not a photocopy that includes a teacher’s comments). 

Applicants should understand that we decide to admit or reject by looking carefully at each student’s record as a whole—at the profile that emerges from the transcript, the GRE scores, the letters of recommendation, the writing sample, and the personal statement—rather than by rigidly applying a pre-established formula of “admissible” grades and scores. Admission into the M.A. program does not mean that students will automatically be accepted into the Ph.D. program; for the latter, students’ records will be reviewed during Winter quarter of their second year.
Requirements

The M.A. program is a comprehensive one whose purpose is to provide a broad-based education in what, in all its complexity and multiplicity, currently constitutes English Studies. It is designed to ensure a range of study in the major areas of English Studies and, at the same time, to allow students to pursue their particular interests through course work and independent study. In order to achieve this, the M.A. program provides students with the opportunity to:  
· acquire as much familiarity as possible with English and American literary history;  

· obtain a solid familiarity with the questions and the discourses of contemporary critical theory;  

· explore courses in folklore, rhetoric, composition, language, and creative writing;  

· explore courses in non-traditional fields such as ethnic studies, women's studies, gender studies, gay and lesbian studies, and the emerging disciplines of multiculturalism, cultural studies, and postcolonial literature and theory;  

· explore the major debates in the profession.  

Much of this program is designed to prepare students for Ph.D. work -- the two degrees operate together as a unit -- but an M.A. degree which combines all (or most) of these elements would also be of great benefit as a terminal degree.  
The M.A. degree is normally completed in two years and must be completed within six calendar years of a student's entry into graduate study at Ohio State.  Only two years of Graduate Associate (TA, RA, AA, or Fellowship) funding may be applied towards the completion of the M.A.  Students who do not complete the degree within six years must work out a plan for resuming their studies with the Graduate Studies Committee.  
The minimum requirements are 50 credit hours (including 781 and 5 hours preparation for the Comprehensive Exam).  Students may take up to 5 hours of Independent Study. 

Required Courses 
1. English 700: Introduction to Graduate Studies in English. This course is designed to introduce students to essential research skills, major issues in critical theory, central debates in the profession, and the resources of the Ohio State Libraries and English Department. (5 hours)  
2. A minimum of three 700-level Historical Survey Classes. At least one must be taken in British Literature before 1800 and one in British or American literature before 1900. These courses are not prerequisites for 800-level seminars, but it is recommended that students take them first. (15 hours).  
3. A minimum of one course in: creative writing, folklore, film, rhetoric, composition (exclusive of 781), linguistics, or any relevant graduate level course from another department approved by the Director of Graduate Studies. (5 hours).  
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Recommended Courses
1. A Course In Theory beyond English 700. This is strongly recommended, especially for those students who wish to go on to a Ph.D. in literary studies. Any theory course would be appropriate (including some in comparative studies, women's studies, or other departments that offer them) except 976 which is reserved for Ph.D. students.  
2. A Course in Bibliography: English 799. All M.A. students who expect to do their principal research in an area of literary history or literary interpretation should take English 799 (Graduate Studies in Literary Bibliography).  
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The Comprehensive Exam
The Comprehensive Examination is taken in Spring Quarter of the second year of M.A. work. Students may apply a maximum of 5 credit hours of M.A. comprehensive exam hours (English 696) toward preparing for the exam, but it is assumed that the preparation for it will comprise the bulk of students' independent reading during their enrollment in the M.A program. By the end of the fifth week of the quarter preceding the exam, students must submit to the departmental proctor the form requesting permission to take the examination and specifying the seven areas prepared. In the quarter in which they take the examination, students must register for English 696 with the proctor.  If a student withdraws from the exam process any time after the exam committee has been formed, the withdrawal will count as a failure of the exam.  
Ordinarily, all M.A. students are required to take this exam, but students may petition the Graduate Studies Committee to write a thesis instead, or, in rare cases, to bypass the M.A. and be admitted directly to the Ph.D. program. The Comprehensive Examination will not be required of students entering the program with M.A.'s from other universities or other disciplines, though incoming Ph.D. students who have recognized deficiencies in areas covered by the exam may be admitted conditionally or be required to take additional course work.  
Students who fail the exam will have one chance to retake all or part of it in a subsequent quarter. In the case of a failure, the focus area examiner will submit a written account (to the Director of Graduate Studies) of what will be required of the student to repeat the examination. Students may not change fields or committees for the re-examination. A second failure is final, and no degree will subsequently be awarded.  
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Structure of the Exam
The examination will be taken in three categories:  
· Category A: Literature and Criticism.  
Old and Middle English Literature;  
Renaissance Literature;  
Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Literature; Romantic and Victorian Literature;  
American Literature to 1900; Twentieth-Century Literature; 
Critical Theory.  
· Category B: Rhetoric and Composition  

· Category C: Related Modes of English Studies. 
Bibliography; 
Creative Writing; 
Film; 
Folklore; 
Language and Linguistics; 
Comparative Literature.  
Students must choose seven areas from the above list of three categories:  
· At least four from Category A, one of which must be in literature before 1800;  

· At least one from Category B;  

· At least one from Category C.  

The seventh area may be chosen from any of the above areas. One of the areas must be designated a focus area. 
One area (other than the focus) may be covered through coursework.  In this case, students will be examined in six areas rather than seven, though the distribution areas remain the same.  Please see the list of approved courses on the Request Form. 
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Reading List for Exam
The reading list for each of the fifteen areas consists of 20 works or groups of short works (more in a few of the areas), selected by the faculty. The student chooses 10 works (or groups of works) within the guidelines spelled out by the faculty in each area.  
For the focus area, the student supplements the standard list with an additional 5 works of her or his own choosing (subject to the approval of a faculty member in that area, who will serve as one of the student's examiners). The exam is therefore on a list of 75 works.  
The Comprehensive Examination list is reviewed at least every three years by the faculty in the field and by the Graduate Studies Committee.  Copies of the complete exam list are available in the Graduate Studies Office (Denney 425) and on the English Department website <http://english.ohio-state.edu/programs/graduate/excover.htm>. 
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Composition of the Exam 
The exam has both a written and an oral portion:  
· The written portion consists of a two-hour exam in the student's focus area;  

· The oral portion consists of a two-hour exam on the whole list, beginning with approximately fifteen minutes devoted to the written portion, followed by fifteen minutes on each of the other six areas.  
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The Examination Committee
The Examination Committee consists of three faculty members: one from the focus area, who is chosen by the student and who will set the written exam; and two faculty members whom the Director of Graduate Studies assigns two weeks before the oral exam from a published pool of examiners.  
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