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Program Description

The English Department offers two graduate degrees in English, the Master of Arts in English and the Master of Arts in Teaching English.

The Master of Arts in English (MA) provides specialization in the study of the traditional and newer canons of literature, literary theories, and research writing. The MA is designed for students pursuing careers in literature, writing, research and community college or college teaching. It provides a background for students planning to go on to a Ph.D. program. A joint MA program with the History Department allows students to specialize in the History and Literature of Women and develop expertise in the interdisciplinary field of Women's Studies.

Program Objectives

The Master of Arts in English (MA) program is designed to train students to understand and employ a variety of strategies in literature, research, writing, and teaching, The Master of Arts program aims to:

· Promote graduate-level scholarship in the study of literature 

· Encourage the development of a wide range of literary knowledge, including a global perspective 

· Provide a wide range of courses, from Medieval Literature and Shakespeare's Major plays to Twentieth-Century Women's Fiction and Africa Through the Novel 

· Polish and expand writing style and techniques, and 

· Explore major literary theories and the history of English as a discipline 

The History and Literature of Women track of the Master of Arts in English program is designed to prepare teachers, researchers, writers, and museum curators in an interdisciplinary area within the field of Women's Studies. It aims to provide students with the academic foundation needed to pursue doctoral work in Women's History, Women's Literature, or Women's Studies.

Master of Arts in English Program of Study

Courses in specific periods and genres in American, British, and World Literature as well as literary research and theory are required.

ENGL 8050 Graduate Research in English 3 S.H.
ENGL 9000 Literary Theory 3 S.H.
Nine 9000-Level Literature Courses 27 S.H.
(must be approved by advisor)
Master's Thesis Option: Students may apply to do a six-credit Master's Thesis (See Master's Thesis Guidelines) or take two elective courses in Literature (must be approved be advisor):
ENGL 9100 Master's Thesis Research 3 S.H.
ENGL 9200 Master's Thesis Writing 3 S.H.
Total for Degree 33 S.H.
History and Literature of Women Program of Study

Required Core

ENGL 8050 Graduate Research in English 3 S.H.
HIST 7450 Historiography 3 S.H.
Seminar in the History and Literature of Women 3 S.H.
Women's History and Literature Courses

Three courses in the History of Women 9 S.H.
(must be approved by advisory)
Four courses in the Literature of Women 12 S.H.
(must be approved by advisor)
Master's Thesis 6 S.H.
Total for Degree 36 S.H.
Courses

Literary Theory: Practical Applications for Today's Readers 
ENGL 9000 
The course surveys theories of literature with emphasis on applying them to our readings of a wide variety of texts. Study includes a brief historical survey, but focuses on such contemporary practices as cultural studies and feminist theory. Texts and theoretical schools may vary from semester to semester. Practical applications in the classroom and in one's own reading guide class discussion. 

Chaucer 
ENGL 9010 3 cr. 
Students read Chaucer's major works, beginning with early poems and lyrics, then concentrating on The Canterbury Tales and Troilus and Criseyde. Focus is on the Middle English Language and critical approaches as well as literary analysis. 

The Literature of the Middle Ages 
ENGL 9011 3 cr. 
The course surveys selected texts from the Middle Ages, starting with Beowulf and Old English lyrics, and including representative Middle English, Celtic, Anglo-Norman, and French works. Various genres are covered, including epic, lyric, drama, Arthurian romance, legend, religious verse, and satire. All works except the Middle English are read in translation. 

The Practice of Poetry: Critical Reading, Creative Writing 
ENGL 9012 3 cr. 
The best way to study poetry is to write it. This active-learning course explores the contemporary poetry scene: productions, performances, and discussions of poetry as it is practiced today. Students compose original poems in a variety of styles and learn interactive methods of responding to poetry. Students read literary works representing major poetry trends, such as ethnic, confessional, formalist, experimental, feminist, and L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E. Students visit the computer lab, learning the basics of accessing online poetry groups and publications online. Students attend a live or taped reading, research several literary journals, and prepare either a final paper or a selection of original poems. Beginners as well as more experienced poets are welcome. 

Shakespeare's Major Plays 
ENGL 9020 3 cr. 
This course examines Shakespeare's plays in relation to the culture and interpretive concerns of both Shakespeare's world and our 20th century one. Special emphasis is placed on his works as read, taught, performed, and constructed in regard to power, gender, class, and literary aesthetics. 

Revisiting the Romantics 
ENGL 9035 3 cr. 
This course emphasizes the work of romantic era writers (1780-1830). Students examine the key aesthetic and political debates of the time through an analysis of essays, poetry, novels, and plays. Authors include such writers as Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary Shelley, William Godwin, and Dorothy and William Wordsworth. 

The Quiet Revolution: Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers 
ENGL 9036 3 cr. 
This course considers texts written by the "d----d mob of scribbling women," including Matilda Joslin Gage, Sarah Orne Jewett, Harriet Jacobs, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Ida B. Wells and others. Students learn how these women used essays, magazine and newspaper columns, novels, short stories, and slave narratives as a public forum for discussing issues of the day, which included sexism, racism, and the reform of labor, marriage, property, voting, and education. 

American Renaissance: Works by Hawthorne, Poe, and Others 
ENGL 9037 3 cr. 
This course looks at fiction and poetry by several great American writers of the mid nineteenth century. Readings will explore the interaction of value and style, the treatment of nature and science, and the differences between men and women in selected works. 

Mark Twain and American Humor 
ENGL 9040 3 cr. 
This course explores Southwestern humor leading up to the writings and career of Mark Twain. The humorists who share the Twain legacy are also studied. 

American Art and Literature 1800-1860 
ENGL 9046 3 cr. 
This course explores the relationship between the plastic art and the literary art of the new nation. Students learn to identify the forces that inspired imaginative production in both art forms during the period that attempted to define the "American" style. Slides of paintings as well as literary texts are studied. 

Women in European Literature 
ENGL 9047 3 cr. 
At the center of this course are texts by women authors from various European countries written during the eighteenth through the twentieth centuries. Students consider the kinds of writings published by women, the audiences women wrote for, their motivations for writing, and the accessibility or popularity of their writings. Close analysis and discussion of individual texts lead students to consider variations of these factors between countries and time periods. 

Multicultural Children's Literature 
ENGL 9048 3 cr. 
This course focuses on contemporary multicultural children's literature and requires students to learn and apply appropriate interpretive strategies for understanding the texts and cultural contexts. Students gain and demonstrate a firm understanding of the major critical issues regarding multicultural children's literature and formulate and support personal responses to these issues. 

The World Novel to 1914 
ENGL 9049 3 cr. 
This course examines significant novels outside the American/English literary canon representing the development of the form. Authors selected include comic (Soseki), romantic (Sand), realist (Balzac, Flaubert), and psychological (de Assis, Micha'lis). Students explore the historical, cultural, political, and social milieu that shaped each writer and text. 

20th-Century British and American Poetry 
ENGL 9052 3 cr. 
This seminar explores the works of poets such as Auden, H.D., Lowell, Plath, Roethke, Kinnell, Rich, Heaney, Bishop, Walcott, and Hughes. Students make presentations on assigned topics. Attendance at live and filmed poetry readings is a feature of the course. 

Modern Irish Literature 
ENGL 9055 3 cr. 
This seminar concentrates on two of the following three groupings: major works by three Irish poets such as Yeats, Heaney, Muldoon; major works by three Irish fiction writers such as Joyce, O'Connor, O'Faolain; major works by three Irish playwrights such as Synge, O'Casey, Friel. 

Contemporary World Literature 
ENGL 9058 3 cr. 
Particular emphasis in this course is placed on authors who write to effect changes in our perceptions of "the other" so we may understand "the otherness" of ourselves. Authors studied include: Conrad, Forster, Achebe, Gordimer, Fugard, et al. 

The Shapes of Modern Drama 
ENGL 9059 3 cr. 
In this seminar students read plays from such traditions as the realist, the symbolist, and the expressionist, including works by Yeats, Pirandello, Beckett, Pinter, and Mamet. 

Women Writers Around the World: Stories of Maturation and Initiation 
ENGL 9060 3 cr. 
Students take a global approach to women's stories of growing up found in autobiographies, novels, short stories, and poetry. An invigorating exploration, this course includes works by authors such as Toni Cade Bambara, Nawal El Saadawi, bell hooks, Clarice Lispector, Anchee Min, Georgina Valoyce Sanches, Esmeralda Santiago, Leslie Marmon Silko, Jeanette Winterson, and Banana Yoshimoto. Much of this literature is appropriate for use in the high school classroom. 

Africa Through the Novel 
ENGL 9061 3 cr. 
Students read, examine, and discuss texts by African writers who have (re)constructed, in their imaginary worlds, specific and multiple visions of African life. All texts were written in the twentieth century, although some portray periods prior to that time. Emphasis is on characteristics of style, politics, and culture evoked in these works and aspects of contemporary literary theory pertaining to African literature today. 

Three American Literatures: Native American, African American, and Asian American 
ENGL 9064 3 cr. 
The focus of this course is on relationships between culture and society as works by three groups of Americans are considered against historical, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds. Discussion may concern questions of identity, family, initiation, politics and ideology, education, gender, aggression, and violence. Special attention is paid to the novel as a popular art form in aesthetic and social terms. 

Women in Contemporary Society 
ENGL 9065 3 cr. 
Women as a force in society are the focus of this cross-discipline course. The political, social, and economic issues concerning women are subjects for student research. Areas explored include anthropology, business, education, history, literature, philosophy, psychology, sociology, science, and the arts. Students also consider the role of cultural diversity (both nationally and internationally) in the scholarship of women. 

Latin American Novels 
ENGL 9066 3 cr. 
The roles of church, politics, family and nature are discussed in this sampling of Latin American fiction. Comparisons will be made to North American and/or English Literature when useful. The course offers an introduction to the literature through the major themes of different geographical and cultural areas of Latin America. 

Asian English Literature in Cultural Context 
ENGL 9067 3 cr. 
This course covers selected works, mostly fiction and memoir, of American, Canadian, and British writers of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean ancestry. We examine how the authors explore questions of identity and cultural and family dynamics, and how works by ethnic minorities relate to various literary traditions. We gain familiarity with the Asian cultural framework of the writers in order to understand differences with western traditions and expectations. Some introduction to poetry, drama, folktales, visual arts, music and film. 

Topics Course 
ENGL 9075 3 cr. 
Course content varies from semester to semester, reflecting contemporary issues in the discipline and depending upon student and faculty interest. 

Independent Study 
ENGL 9080 3 cr. 
Independent study provides special individualized study under close supervision for students excelling in scholarship. 

Master's Thesis Research 
ENGL 9100 3 cr. 
The student researches in depth a topic of his or her own interest in English. Students who successfully complete this course should enroll in ENGL 9200 Master's Thesis Writing.
Prerequisite: Signed permission from the Graduate English Chair. 

Master's Thesis Writing 
ENGL 9200 3 cr. 
Using the research developed in the Master's Thesis Research course, the student will write a master's thesis under the guidance of a faculty member and following the Graduate English Thesis Guidelines.
Prerequisite: Signed permission from the Graduate English Chair and Master's Thesis Research. 

Literature and Film 
ENGL 8085 3 cr. 
This is an introduction to the relationship between literature and film through the critical study of each medium. Special consideration is given to matters of characterization, narration, plot, setting, theme, and tone in written works and films. Students are introduced to conventions of the documentary and fictional film, principles of scriptwriting, and the elements of formal screen production. 

Creative Writing 
ENGL 8020 3 cr. 
This course facilitates the writing of poetry and short fiction in a workshop atmosphere. 

The Robert Cormier Collection 
ENGL 8035 3 cr. 
This course is a study of the writings of Robert Cormier, the internationally acclaimed Leominster author, using materials in the Robert Cormier Manuscript Collection at Fitchburg State College. The Chocolate War, I Am the Cheese, Tenderness, Heroes, Frenchtown Summer, and other works by Cormier are examined. 

Children's Literature 
ENGL 7010 3 cr. 
Students in this class study the content of classic and contemporary children's literature plus various approaches for interpreting and teaching a wide variety of children's texts. Close attention is paid to emerging trends in children's literature as well as to the literature's enduring concerns.
