The Masters of Arts in Literature program consists of courses in literature (defined to include film and folklore) and a required course in research methods. 

Application:

Applicants, to be eligible, must have earned a minimum grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.00 scale during the last 60 hours of undergraduate course work, or show exceptional compensatory qualifications. Provisional admission will be considered on an individual basis for promising applicants with lower averages (see the Graduate Catalog). Those with undergraduate majors in disciplines other than English are encouraged to apply but may be required to make up deficiencies by taking appropriate undergraduate courses without graduate credit. 
Foreign language proficiency is essential for graduation. The foreign language requirement is satisfied by completion of George Mason University foreign language courses numbered 202. 209, or the equivalent. Students who have not achieved such intermediate level proficiency in one language must either do appropriate course work or demonstrate proficiency by passing a translation exam administered by the English Department. American sign language is not accepted in fulfillment of this requirement. 

Those interested in applying for admission to the graduate program in English should obtain application materials from: Graduate Admissions Office, MSN 3A4, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia 22030-4444, (703) 993-2402. 

Applicants should arrange for the Office of Graduate Admissions to receive the following: 

1. A completed application form, with nonrefundable fee of $50. 

2. Transcripts from all colleges and universities where course work was completed (undergraduate and graduate). Students who have attended colleges abroad must supply equivalents for their transcripts. 

3. Two letters of recommendation, preferably academic (on forms provided by the Office of Admissions). 

4. A 1,000-word writing sample, which may be a paper written for an undergraduate class or any other material, that gives evidence of an applicant's writing skills and analytical abilities. A critical analysis of a literary text is preferred. 

5. Expanded goals statement--a two-page essay reflecting background, interest in the program, and goals. 

6. Applicants to the concentration in professional writing and editing must also submit a 10- to 15-page sample of their nonfiction work--e.g., a technical or business report, an essay, a term paper, an editing project, or any other material reflecting the student's interests and skills in nonfiction writing. Applicants to the M.F.A. program must submit a portfolio containing up to 20 pages of poetry or 50 pages of fiction, depending on the genre in which the applicant plans to study. M.F.A. candidates are discouraged from mixing genres. 

Deadlines for MA applicants are as follows: 

Fall Semester: April 1 
Spring Semester: October 15 

Summer Sessions: March 1 

For those interested in applying for a graduate teaching assistantship, applications to the program are due by February 1, the application for the TA position is due March 1. 

Requirements:

ENGLISH M.A. PROGRAM IN LITERATURE 
	Overview
This program consists of courses in literature (defined to include film and folklore) and a required course in research methods. At least six credits of a student's program must include critical theory courses. And at least six credits must be completed through either the core or thesis option (described below). As with all of the M.A. in English programs, students must demonstrate that they have achieved intermediate level proficiency in a foreign language by the time they are finished with their degree program.


Planning Your Course of Studies 

You must complete 30 credit hours of course work in this program. Course work must be distributed as outlined below; courses can qualify in more than one area. 

Research (3 credit hours required) 

_____701. Literary Scholarship 

Theory (6 credit hours required) 

At least one of the following: 

_____514. Theories of Comparative Literarture 
_____551. Literary Criticism (recommended for students who have had no prior theory) 
_____675. Feminist Theory and Criticism 
_____676. Introduction to Cultural Studies 
_____705. Literary Theory and Criticism; content varies; may be repeated by permission A second course chosen from the above list, or from additional courses designated as "theory" at the 600 or 700 level (varies by semester) 


Core or Thesis Option (6 credit hours of either required) 

_____ _____ Core Option: Two courses (6 credits) related by theme, genre, or historical period, defined in consultation with the advisor between the first and second course (form on file in office). Students will write a substantial MA paper in the second core course and, subsequent to completing the core, an 8-10 page analysis of the core work in relation to the relevant field. The core paper and analysis should be submitted to the advisor and the Graduate Director for review. 

_____ _____ Thesis Option (6 credits): In place of the core, students may work on a 6-credit thesis; consult your academic advisor on the use of this option and for advice about selecting a thesis director and committee. This option is recommended for students who have a special project they wish to develop.. 

Literature (9 credit hours required) 

_____ _____ _____ Select from the array of offerings each semester. Some of these are special topics courses which may be taught only once. Many courses are on a two year rotation, some on a one year rotation, though even in these the content may vary from semester to semester. Consult the University catalog and the English Department Course Description book each term to see which courses in literature are offered. Also consult the print version of the catalog for a complete listing of English courses. 

Electives (6 credit hours required) 

_____ _____ Select from any of our graduate offerings (even those in other tracks) or from other graduate level courses in the university for which you are qualified. Please consult with your advisor, however, to assess the place of these electives in your plan of study. 

Note: M.A. Cultural Studies Feeder Track 

Students planning to apply to the Ph.D. in Cultural Studies should pursue the M.A. with a concentration in Literature and make the following modifications to the above requirements: 

· 3 of the 6 hours in critical theory in English 676, Introduction to Cultural Studies 

· 6 hours in a core program designed around designated cultural studies courses; English 676 may be also used as one of these courses. Or, thesis option as above (6 hours) 

· 3 hours in Cultural Studies 802 in lieu of 3 hours of electives 


Language Requirement (intermediate proficiency in a foreign language) 

· Intermediate proficiency corresponds to GMU's coursework through the 202 or 209 level. Generally speaking, this level represents 4 consecutive semesters in a given language (e.g. French 101, 102, 201, and 202). You may satisfy this requirement in three ways: 

· Confirm that your undergraduate (or continuing education) transcript includes courses corresponding to this level of proficiency. 

· If your language proficiency is in a Romance language or German, you can take a proficiency exam administered by the English Department. Contact the Graduate Coordinator, Barb Gomperts, to schedule the exam. If your proficiency is in another language, contact a local university where this language is taught and arrange to sit for an exam. 

· Take courses at GMU or elsewhere through the intermediate level. Make sure that the intermediate level elsewhere corresponds to that of GMU. 


Please contact your advisor soon after enrolling to determine how you will meet the language proficiency requirement. Once you have made this decision, contact the Graduate Coordinator, Barb Gomperts, so that we may conduct the necessary paperwork.
